MINUTES OF THE THIRD NATIONAL CONVENTION 


_ OF THE 
REVOLUTIONARY WORKERS LEAGUE, U. S. 


April 8, 9, 10 1939 
At. the 
National Headquarters 


1904 W, Division St, 
Chicago, Ill. 


CONIENTS -~.- 


Pert I --- A) Minutes of the Nine Secrsions 


Part II -= A) Chart of Attendance of the Menbers 


B) List of Roll Call Votes 

C) Chart of Roll Call Votes 
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E) Stetements of Members 
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fn onen session of the Convertion ves hele friday eveniug, ioril Fih 
at a mass meeting at 64%, sackson St. At tis tinic, Okun seived as 
chaiman, Stone, serwian, oud Campbell ss0ke briefly on locel ase 
nects of League vorit, Following this Oehler save the wajor portion 
of his report on Danger of amperialist Jar cnc the Tacks of the Jor 
king Class (hour and a hel); efter this there were questious, cis- 
cussion anc @ sivwiry by Oechler, 


PINGT 33370, hele at 1904 Division st. (as cll follo:iny session) 
vas collec tw order at 1:00 1... sat reay, .oril Oth, by streeter 
the Chicaro orgenizer, (Tor cttendenee at .1l sessions see «viached 
attendance chcort,) - 


Streeter wes electec chrirmcen of the session, Oehler report tor the 
Politicel Committee on the Org-nization of tie Convention. 


Oehler secretrry of the conventions KohlImen, Semmen, vender end 
A. Gunn elected as assistant secreicries, 


Following .C recommendations listed by Oehler, 411 carriec, 


1, The decisions of the FC orn credentizls shill stand uniil the 
Culy clectec Crecenticls Committee shell weke its veport. 

2, Sescions shell be Trou 10 a.i, to 2F..., from o to 7, “You vu 
to micnicht cach cay, 

3. Uo matter whet point is on the ex,ende 3Suncey evening, the scssis 
shell berin whe report oné Giseussion on the orgenigzadovel quen- 
tion, so that the Convention mey conclude : oncey. 

4, the reoort on the Interneiional situation and Cles: Jelswous in 
the U.5, shall be sive: vy Gehler to the “riidcy night weds ieet- 
ing, \iiel shell be consicered «s the opesing session, The con 

clusion of the report and discussion on the report shall take place 
saturday... | a 

5, The folléwing four committees shall be elected: ‘Presidium, Con- 
stitution, Credentials, Resolutions; each to have three members, 

6, Tiwe of reports: International, one hour; WCP arid Unemployed, one 
hour, ‘T.U. half hour, All other reports one hour, Summaries for 
Invernational, 45 minutes, all other summaries 30 minutes, Mino~ 
rity report on Russian question (part of international report) 

20 minutes, 15 minute summary, Minority reports 45 minutes, 20 
minute summary, 

7. Voice: All dakegates, Central Committee members, Control Commit~ 
tee members and ell unit organizers, but only dalegates have vote 
Alternates to have voice and vote only when delegates for whom 
they are altexnating are not present, 

8, Discussion shall be 10 minutes for each speaker. 

9, A closed session shall consist only of the Convention members 
ard members of the RWL. An executive session shall consist only 
of members of the Convention, 

10.Fraternal delegates and observers shall be given full discussion 
rigne. All sessions except Organization and the Organization of 
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the Convention, shall be open to such delegates and observers; 

ll. Sympathizers shall sit in only by pe rission of the Presidium. . 

12, All amendments to the Constitution .wst he in writing in the 
hands of the Constituion Cormittee before that point comes up 
on the agenda, 

13, All amendments to reports, or resolutions must be in the hencs 
‘of the Resolutions Comittee before these points are brought: ud 
on the agenda to give the Committee sufficient time to meet an Ci 
report, 

14, All decisions of the PC. in. relation to the Convention shall 
stand unless and until the Convention overrules them. 

15, All suspended comrades shell be vermitted to state their aoveal 
under the point of Internal and Control Comission revort. They 
shall be barred from all other sessions, except by special per- 
mission of the Presidium, 

16. Ihe Convention way waive any and all of these rules by a simple 
majority vote, / 

17. Discussion on all points of vrocedure including appeals from the 
chair shell be limited to two minutes, 

18, Motions to »roceed, to table without svecification of time, and 
to waive the rules. shall be undebatable, all carried 


Oehler reports vor -PsC. on agenda: 
Ie Organizetion of thé Convention 
1. Opening of the Convention and election of chairman. J 
2. Hlection of secretary and assistant secretaries, 
a, P.C. proposals 
4, Blection of Presidium ‘. 
5, bBlection of Committees (a)Constitution (b)Resolutions (c)Cre- 
dentials. 
II- Danger of imperialist war end Takks of the ‘orking Class-- 
report by Oehler 


1, Hurope after the Munich Fact Fourth Interntl, v.4;: 
2, Anglo-American Antagonism ° Ar 

3, International Nole of US Imperiali‘sn eb 

4, Internal and Class Relations in the U.S. V3 4,0 

5, Communism and Fascism in France © Vg re 
6. Conflict in Asia | | Internal Bulletin io 
7, How to Defend the Soviet Union I. Be AO 
Se opel Pighting dorker y Féb, and “arch, I.B. 703 

o, Letin America(Lime, lLexico, Brazil) Fighting Worker, 4th Ini 
10, India | - Fighting ‘jor“er, iach 

li, Revolutionary Defeatism Fourth Interntl. v.48 

anendments--Revolutionary Defeatism-Cleve land IB 52 

After Munich-Cleveland IB 2. 

Taterrational-wiesenfeld IB 43 

Internal U.5.-Wwiesenfeld IB 43 

Red Aznwe-Okun . IB 4 

Soviet Union-wieséenfeld IB 55 


Sypain-Sreit, Sold IB 50 
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ITIe Workers Control of Production-Cowan provused as reporter but 
1. Resolution on WCP Maryist, Vs 5 #L. 
Ze Pamphlet of the Association of Unemployed on Direct and 
(A) Work Relief | 
3, Memorandum by Oehlet to the PC | 


4, PC supplement -IB 56: 
amendments-Grant § IB & 
(B) Trade’ Union--Bertman reporter ‘ °° -IB 6&2 


(C) Unemployed---Cowan proposed as reporter but: absent TB 51 


IV-- Draft Program--Oehler reporter 
' ‘Amendments ---- PC~Booth; PC+Editing 
V-- Road to the New Communist (4th) International--Okun: reporter | 


Resolution Marxd st, v.5 #1 
‘Orgenization IB 52 
VI-- Organization--Streeter reporter for majority; Grant for minority 
. i. Organization reports IB 55, 56. 
(A) 2. Workers Vote IB 49 
3, Youth 
4, Negrete IB 50, 52, 53, 54 
5, Fourth international IB 49 
6, Emblem — IB 52. 
7, Covstituion IB 51 
8, Fighting worker IB 61 


$B) Organization Plenum majority and Grant minority on five of the 
eight reports listed (see I.B.) - 


(@) Internal ‘and Control. Commission Majority and minority. 
1. Inter:tal IB S2 
24 Control Commission (a)Stamm, Garrett, Roberts, Lewis, Cowl 


(b) Sold (c) Negrete (d) Grant 


Motion-Okun--Accept the agenda, carried 
Following committees propsed by PC 
Presidium-- Qehler, Lorenz, Cowan (absent) 
‘Crédentials--Bertman, Shapiro, Booth 
Resolutions--Okun, Lorenz, Russo - 
Consti tuion--Streeter, Rted Roth os 
Further nominations, ‘closed; vote, Following Commitees cléctrzd 
Presidium-- Oehler, Bertman, Lorenz 
Credentials--Bertman, ShapiTe » Boo th 
Resolutions--Okun, Russo, Weiss- 
Consti tutior-Streeter,. ‘Roth, Strong 


Oehler makes partial report for PC on delegates~- 


Detroit . RUSSO Bertman (delegates) (Alternates) 
Cleveland Peirce, ‘Weiss. | “~ Seaman 
Columbus ‘Shapiro, Katz 

New York Lorenz, Strong e Streeter--proxy 


Virginia Oehler--proxy 

Kansas City Overton, Dolsen re 

Chi cabo A, Gunn Willians 
H, Gunn Bressler 
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Chicago. (delegates) (alternates) 

Booth Okun 

Jacobs | 

Bender PC report stands until Kellar 

Hadley Credential Committee Wiesenfeld (absent) 

Young reports, Saltz 
Motion--Accept PC partial report. carried, all for 


Lorenz and Shapiro excused for. fifteen minutes, 

2 2K IC 26 31s 2c akc a aie ai 2s oe ak 2 2s 2k 
AGENDA POINT II --- Oehler concludes report on Danger of pie poi 
War and Tasks of the Working Class, which'was begun at Friday nig’: 
mass meeting, (30 minutes) 


Motion-Young--Comrades of minority be given right of minority re- 
ports on International Situation and Anglos Americen 
éntagonism to present their politicel positions, 

Counter--llo tion--Oehler--Reafrirm Clevelend Plenum vosition, /def, 

Discussion, Roll Call A, Oehler. oe ee carried, Young motion 

Statement izl by Hadley-Young; i,2. by Bertman 

nied reported for minority: on Soviet Union (20 minutes) 

Discussian--Okun ,Lorenz, Strong, 

Sold entred; chair ruled Sold must leave as per convention ruling on 

- suspended members, Sold left after argument, 

Mo tion-~Hadley: Reconsider previous decision on suspended members, 

Roll céll B--defeated, 

Jacobs (LRWP _observer) arrived, | 

Sta tement # 3 by Hadley-Young; - 4 bd wheeaters #5 by Cempbell- 

Peirce, 

Discussicn continued: Sens (con¢luded), Young, Streeter, weiss, 

Campbell, Roth, | 

Mo tion: Excuse Keller to. go to work, Carried, 

Motion: Special vrivilege for Jacobs of LRWP, Carried, 

Announcement of committee meetings’ during lunch by cnair. 

Collection for food--three ‘ollars. ‘Session adjourned at 2 pem, 


— * 


SECOND SESSION--called to order 3 p.m., Saturday, April 8. 


Presidium re commends Shapiro as chairman, Carried. 
Credentiels Commitee partial revort by Bertman: 20 delegates wvepre- 
stuting 2 units in 8 towns; 7 cc members; 8 alternates; 1 unit One ta 
~ niger (right to voice); 1 LRWP observer, Previous Pc report was 1°~- 
-curates recommends seating of all delegates (pp. 3-4) as correct. 
Mo* Lon: Accept this partial report, Carried -- all for 

Statement #6 by Grant (Oehler letter), 
Di scussion on Imperialism reports continued: Hadley, Shapiro, Aohl- 
man, Booth, Grant, A. Gunn. 
Mo tion-- -Grant--Report of comrade Negrete on Left Wing of the a 
bears out Ccocument of the II Convention that it was an uncrystail- 
ized grouping. 
Mo tion-~Oehler--Comrade Grant's evidence that she has gathered on 
the Negrete document be submitted to Resolutions Comm. fow s7ucr, 
carried, Roll Call C. Statement # 7 by Grant. 
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Moticn--Kohlman--as Hadley charges (Chicago unit 1, minutes March 22, 
the PC has a non-lMarxist position on S, U. Roll call N--defeated, 
Motion: Give Okun special privilege for 5 minutes to defend his Red 
Amy position. Carried. | | 
Motion: Give Young special privilege for 5 minutes. Carried. 
a a ia Aaa to Resolutions Committee--entered as state- 
ment ir 3, — | 
Resolutions Committeé Report (partial) by Okun, : 
Recommend favorably first’ Cleveland amendment to Munich, "imperial- 
ism" (paragraph 3 line 6), add "The fathlure:of England to utilize 
Munich for this dual puroose will tend to develop a closer accora 
between the 5. U. and the U. S. 
Also second Cleveland amendment (as amended by PC) "imperialism", 
paragraph 4, line 2, add "although America lost ~ ‘' dn Durope by 
the Lunich settlement, England lost more," Carried. 
Cleveland amendments to revolutionary defeatism; Kohlman requests 
they be referred to PC for elaboration in further Cocuments: para- 
greph 4, recommend strengthening and sharper axis on basis of work 
by revolutionists in all imperialist countries for the defeat of the 
government, and armed forces, thus obviating politically weak formu- 
lation of "temporary enemy victory.‘ €arried,. — : 
Bring document to date by pointing out that Trotskyites, in their 
latest documents have eyen moved to the right of their previous cén= 
trist position (defeat of the govt., ate.) and in their internatio- 
nal document completely disregard question of revolutionary defeat- 
ism, calling only for "opposition to government," 
Sove#t Union-- recommend favorably Streeter-Okun motion: "The RL is 
for the defense of the Soviet Union through the extension of October 
and struggle against its enemies within, This has been the content 
of our slogan for "conditional defense of the S, U." But this slog- 
an is onen to misintérpretation in the sense of limited defense of 
the property relations and the extension of the revolution, The 
Convention rejects the S.alinist position of unconditional défense 
of the S.U. and the burocracy; it likewise rejects the Trotsky po- 
sition of unconditional defense of the S,U., meaning defense of Sta- 
linism in case of war, The Convention recognizes that a clear and 
correct slcgan requires careful consideration, and instructs the in- 
coming PC to take up the question as soon as possible. Carriecd¢ — 
Recommend favorably Lorenz deletions to PC document. (a) Carried. 
Recommend Sejection of Strong motion on Russian question and war-- 
Stalinism, only on the basis of defending itself physically from’ m- 
nihiiation, can wage. a war of conditional defense of the S.U., 1.6), 
the defense of their burocratic positions bs: sed on the workers state. 
It is absolutely excluded that Stalinism ca: wage an aggressive re-~- 
volutionary war outside the borders of the Soviet Union, as the Rus» 
sian Soviet Republic under Lenin's leadership conducted a war against 
Polish capitalism, | TO 

Because of the degeneration of Soviet Russia under the Stalinist 
burocracy, the inter-imperialist conflict has been in the forefront 
rather than the struggle for the extension of the October Revolu « 
tion, this fact has resulted in the immediate threat of world im- 
perialist war, 7 | - | 


¢ 
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That the imperialist powers are utilizing the 5.U. today for - 
their own imperialist ambitions is a direct result of the Stalinist 
defense of the theory of S.cialism in one country and the sabotage 
of world revolution that flows from it, It is not at ail: impossi- 
ble that the Red Army may find itself in the next imperialist war 
as a tail to the imperialists, as a military support to imperialist 
slaughter, There would be in such a case no revolutionary aspects 
‘in the march of the Red Army; just as there was no revolutionary ac- 
pect to the International Brigede's shooting down the workers in. 
Barcelona and aiding the cause. of world imperialism, ee 

Using a hypothetical case of the "democratic" imperialists bloc 
fighting an imperialist war against the Rome-Berlin axis and. the. 
S.U. supporting with militery force. the first imperialist hloc, fo» 
a war "for the independence of.small countries" or of the "defen:: 
of democracy against Fascism'--the RiL must clearly define the s°: - 
ategy of the Russian working class to this war. The Russian worx- 
ers must resist conscription, leave the front, fraternize with t 2 
"enemy" soldiers, strike anc’ denonstrate in the rear, and WORK. IOR 
AN ARMED STRUGGLE FOR THE OVERIEROW. OF TE STALIVIST BUROC tACY. 
The Russian workers must not work..for the defeat of the med Army, 
because if IS NOT AN IMPSRIALIST WAR on’ the part of the Russian 
“State, but merely a prop to imperialism, It must te kept in mince, 
‘ however,. there is a great vossibility of the capiéalist restoration 
taking placc at this opportune time (for the bourgeoisie), in which 
case ALL aspects of revolutionary. defeatism on the part of the Rus- 
sian workers must be carried out. ° 

If during the course of the military susport by Stalinism of the 
imperialist war, the workers in any country overthrow the bourgeois 
state an* seize power any and all divisions of the Red Amay sent by 
Stalinism to destroy the revolut_onary proletarian power must be 
met by armed force and military resistance on the part of the new: 
workers! power, The key to the whole question is the extension in-- 
ternationally of the October Revolution, for world comminisn as 
well as for the: defense of the 8,U. To this progbammatic strategy 
all tactics must be subordinated, ~ = © | / carried 
Motion--Accept Resolutions Comm, report; vote each motion separate. 
Mo tion--Hadley--Endorse Sold-Grant position on Spain; Roll-call. Kk. 
defeated, | | | | 
Motion-~-Hadley: Endorse minority position on International ii tva- 
tions; ruled out of.order since it Goes not have minority svatus ty 
Convention decision, _ _ a 
pthc aa mndorse Wiesenfeld position on SU. Roll-cai. e¢, de~ 

eavted, | oe | : 
Mo tion=-Roth: Instruct new PC to draft position on self-determina-: 
tion of small nations in peace-time periods, Carried. | 
Motion=-Roth: Instruct new PC to elaborate position on “.egal:7 ng 
sjarties in SU after Stalinism is overthrown, Carried. 

Ried summarized for minority on SU, Me 
Cehler summarized on Imperialist Situation and Working Class, 
Jun reports again for Resolutions Committee; 

poco ee tc reject Hadley motion’ on pamphiet "Towards Suvine 
Unemployment" (enetered as statement ;$ 8). Carried. 
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Hadley Motione-~Capitalist production forces the capitalist states 
to-drive outward and fight over colonies, spheres of influence and 
markets, Planned production under a workers state does not force . 
the workers state to fight over markets, spheres of influenee and 
colonies, It goes into the world market only to secure imports; it 
is not forced into. the market by capitalist overproduction,. The pam 
phlet "Towards Solving Unemployment" which the PC endorsed presents 
the concept (on page 4) that the S,U. is the same in the world mar- 
ket as capitalist countries, The Convention rejects this false con-~ 
cept and the PC endorsement of it, We reaffirm the position that the 
S,U. is a workers state, Hadley motion defeated, Entered as state- 
ment # 8 by Hadley and Young, a ot : 
Okun also recommends ta table indefinitely Grant motion on Left 
Wing of the POUM because she has presented no evidence on the Ne- 
grete report, defeated . roll call D : | : 
Discussion on this point ruled out of order; Streeter appealed; 
chair sustained, Statement #9 by Okun, | : 


Mo tion-Oehler--Question of Left Wing of POUM be put on agenda be- 
fore Organization and Internal, carried, 


Substitute Motion-Streeter+-The Convention considers that the addi- 
tional evidence. presented by Grant does not merit a reconsideration, 
carried Roll. Call E, é anor 

Statement #10 by Hadley-Young; #11 by Strong; #12 by Peirce; 

#13 by Hadley-Young-Ried-Grant-Sal tz; #14 by Hadley-Young 


Chair ruled for revote on Streeter motion; Campbell appealed; cheir 
sustained, Revote on Streeter substitute; not carried for lack of 
majority (7%), fe ee : a 
On discussion on the above-~-Motion-Streeter-=Two for, two against 
on this point, cd, Counter Moti on-Lorenz--Full discussion, oPv, 


(Further votes) Motion-Young--Endorse Wiesenfeld document on snter- 
national Sitaution, defeated roll call Gg 
Motion-Accept Okun-Streeter motion on "aonditional defense", carried 
: Accept Lorenz deletions of PC-S.U, document, carried roll 
i Accept Okun document, on Red. Army (IB 54) feall L 
defeated roll call I’ = ft , ¢ ; 3 

a Accept minority position on S.U. defeated roll call J 
7 Accept Sold-Grant decument on Spain, defeated roll call K 
‘ Accept Strong motion on SiU. cefeated roll call-M 
Kohlman requests record vote on Hadley charge in Chicago Unit l, 
"that the PC has a revisionist, non-Marxist position on the 5.U. 

| — yoll call N | — | 
Motion-Endorse:-plenum, and Conyention documents and @ehler report, 
carried roll @all 0 | = 
Session adjourned 7:30 P.M, ~ 
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THIRD S#SSION, called to order 8:20 P.M. Saturday, fpril 8th 
Presidium recommends Lorenz for chairman. carr:.ec, 

Shapiro excused until €:30, . , | 
Motion-Hadley---Crait minority rights on Workers Control of Productiou 
chair ruled discussicn closed after question wes called; Grent apped 
ed; chair sustanined by roll call P. 

Hadley motion defeated roll call Q 

Overton of Kansas City arrived, 


Okun reported on Workers Control of Production, (45 minutes) 
Okun requests he and Overton be excused for hour. and nalf to see im-- 
portant contact for impending strike. carried, 


Bertman reports on Trade Union and Unemployed (45 minutes) 


Supplomentary report by: Russo (in writing; to be published in next 
I.B.) on Cleveland UAW-CIO convention, (10 minutes) 


Cleveland amendments to PC supplement submitted by Peirce-=(1)para- 
graph O, line 5, after "situation," delete rest. ,¢ paragraph, — : 
defeated, roll call S - (2)paragraph 14, line 2, delete.sentence,. 
'The situation....character," and add,after "of capitalism" the fol-. 
lowing,.."The situation int the U.S. is objectively pre#olutionary © 
due to the dominance of the pre-revolutionary, character of world 
capitalisrn, " defeated roll-call T,: ~ 


Mo tion-Streeter--Add to PC supplement, paragraph 6, end of first sa- 
tence the following: The general breakdown of economy has its effect. 
in differéng degrees in different industries and sections. In some, , 
the degree and tempo of breakdown and level of development of ‘the 
working class is different than in others,and gives the slogan of 
Workers Control of Production a dial character, Propaganda for Work” 
Control under these conditions will, in certain industries and are.s 
before others, be transfovmed,into action, Such mass action can re- 
act back to raise to higher levels the propaganda for Workers Control 
and turn this propaganda into a struggle for action on a broader 
scale,  -.Carried roll call X | 


Motion-Oehler---~Amend PC supplement (paragrapg 5, sentence two) de- 


lete phrase “every possible opportunity" and substitute "in every 
srike and class action", carried roll call V | 


il) ti.on-Sohlman-~-On the basis of transferring functionaries to center, 
oe take steps to Lesue regular trade union and unempicyed analyses — 
and discussions of tactics, etc, as part of regular monthly IBs,. cd, 


Di scussion---Peirce, Grant, Oehler, Jacebs (LRWP) Weiss, Booth, Kohl « 
man, Young, Streeter, 


ic a on~ Wer Vo miles - conclude this session, defeated 8 
Motron-Concluce list of speakers, summary in morning, ‘carried - 
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Discussion concluded---Ried, two minutes special privilege for 

Jacobs (LRWP), Strong, Katz, Hacley, Session adjourned 1:50 A.M, 
2K 3K 25 OK OK 3K 3K 2 ok oie 2K 2 

FOURTH SHSSION, called to order 10:10 A.M. Sunday, April Oth, 

Presidium recommends Weiss for chairman, carried. 

/ tension 

Bertman sumiarized on Trade Union and Unemployed (20 minutes, 10 cx- 


Mo tion-Oehler--Reaffirm PC motisns (minutes #246) to approve pamphlet 
"Towards Solving Unemployment" with following motions, including Och- 
ler statement: "Moti ».n-Oehler--That Cowan's draft as amended be ap- 
proved as pamphlet for the unemployed organization, In relation Ut. 
the Party and Workers Councils, the pamphlet, which is for an unem- 
ployed organization, shall fit within the follwing framework: 

1) The revolutionary Marxian Party is the only force capable of lead- 

ing the struggle for Workers Control of Production, 
2)WCP cannot be realized under capitalism; it must be started under 
capitalism but will be realized under the Workers State, 

3)WCP, which the unemployed organization fights for (part of the 
strugele for CP) will be subject to the domination of the Workers 
Councils,to the degree of its realization in capitalist breakdown, 
ee must win. the ideologital leadership in the Workers. Coun- 
ells, etc, . ae: a wea. Ue, pale Tee 

4)Use an example on nage 19 (of the draft-page 9 of first edition 
of the mimeo'd pamphlet) dealing with the low level of production in 
the present stage which prevents continued progressive accumulation 
and results in no profits, bankruptcy, and breakdown, j 

5)Point out that when conditions warrant, the bosses will "give" 
"Workers Control" as they did in Germany, Spain, etc, to head off 
real Workers Control and dual power, Warn against this trap in more 

6)Point out that the struggle for WCP and the building of /detail, 
Workers Councils mast go hand in hand. 

7)On elections, present position against support of capitalist car- 
didates, For freedom of political expression in unemployed organize- 
tion, For independent working class political action, 

‘Statement by Oehler--The pamphlet draft does not propose to buils 
an organization fro Workers Control of Production, It proposes an 
unemployed organization that fights for WCP as its main line of march 
in conjunction with other immediate demands, A T.U. pamphlet on ths 
same subject must lay down a similar line of march for WCP within the 
framework of the above mentioned motions, " carried roll wane 

| sion 
Okun summarized on Workers Control of Production (20 minutes, 3 exten 


Moti on-Bertmm--Introduce Streeter motion (roll call X) as substitute 
-for last two sentences of paragraph 5 of PC supplement, carried roll 
call Us; Motion-Reconsider, carried. Obviated by voting of following 
otreeter motion to endorse , 


Mo ti ons-Hadley--(1)Reject reformist line of "Towerds Solving Unemploy- 
ment" which runs through the document and is specifically stated on 
pages 19 and 22 where WCP is presented as achievable under capitalism. 
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Mo tions-“adley-~(2)teject the centrist position of the PC stated in. 
the April "Marxist" where it states that WCP is not. achievable. under’ 
capitalism and at the same time that "we advocete to- begin today the 
actual seizure of idle land, factories, mills, etc,.,and their vopera- 
tion under Workers Control, oo | 

(3)Reject WP as "key and centralizing slogan" of the R.wW.L. and have 
For a workers Council Government as the key and centralizing. slogan. . 
(4)Reject position laying base for dual unionism in principle in the 
unemployed pamphlet and "Marxist", a 
(5)We submit the plenum minority domment on Internal Class “ealtions 
in the U.S. and Grant's complete docement on ‘JCP together as counter 
to the PC report and position, (voted en bloc) defeated rell cail R 


Mo ti on-Streeter--Endorse document of WCP in "Marxist". as supplemented 
in IB#56, including Oehler motions, carried roll call X 


Motion-Aedters. Okun report on WP, carried roll call Y = ./2/. 
Motion-Accept Pertman report on T.,U.and Unemployed, carried roll call 


M-Reopen discussion on Bertman motion (roll call U). carried 
M-Two for, two against. cd. Okun, Oehler for Streeter; Berwunan 
Peirce for Bertmen, Bertman motion reconsidered and obviated, 


Report (partial) by ,Okun for Resolutions Committee--.(A}Recomwmend to 
reject foilowing motion by Campbell on Anglo-American Antagonismss 
The general contredietion in the imeprialist arena is between the 
U.S. and #urope, The specifie contradiction is between U.S. and 
Great Britutn, The sAift in foreign policy of the imperialist math us 
must flow from these general and -specific contradictions. Jhereas 

the struggle in the iest world war was primarily fought for nogenony 
in Europe and from that to the world, today the U.S, must organize 
the entire world under. its won domination, : 

Thougn the imperialist nations, subordinate to the two mejor pe- 
wers, U.S. and Britain, utilize the contredictions between these two. 
and since these powers ere also impericlist states---theea powers 
though profiting from the contradic tion of U.S. end G4. also riad 
themselves withbir a direct ecntradiction with the U.S. who mist or- 
genize the world and are even more driven into a Surcpem cotixztion 
against the U.S, 

This does not exclude their being br ken up by the powerful econom 
mic pressure of the U.S. But in the struggle between U.S. and G,B, 
these powers have more to gain in an alignment with Yreat Britain 
against the U.S. The declining position of Furopean capitolism and 
-the increasing might of U.S. will drive these nations together cgainst 
the United States, Okun report accepted; Canobeli motion defeated 


AGENDA POINT IV---Report by. Oehler on Draft Program (40 minutes) | 
Discussion---Compbell, Bertmen, Hadley, Russo, Young, Strong, Shapiro 
Kohiman, Ried. Grent, Lorenz, Jacobs, Booth, Peirce, Roth (by special 
privilege since list hed closed) | | 


Before his diccussion, Kohlmn as ossistant secretary, reed Convention 
sreetings from the Austrelian MWG and the Germen group, and a tele- 
pseonm fron the Lanmwra Columbus Unit, 


pet 
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Mo ition-Hadley-‘oung--Amend Braft Program (1)to present the S.U. pasi- 
% 


% 


t 


2 


tion presented in the Wiesenfeld document.on the S.U. (2) to pres: 
the minority position on the imperialist conflicts; (3) to elaborais. 
the section on WCP presenting the position in the complete Grant 
document and excluding the reformist line in "Towards Solving Unem- 
ployment" and the centrist document in the "Marxist", defeated 

7 roll call AA | 
M-Oehler, for PC--Add to Draft (1) section on the R.W.L. birth and 
development (2) a few sentences on IWW and SLP (3) latest material 
on WCP (4) edit to include PC proposals, carried roll call BB 


t 


Oehler requests record vote on Hadley's motion presented in the Chi- 
cago unit--Hadley motion: At the present time the bourgeois forcé in 
the S.U./has reached the stage of independence of the Staiinists, 
This is shown by the developments in the S.U. during the past years-- 
for example, the physical wrecking of the CPSU leadership and the re- 
duction of the party, And the bourgeois force has control of the ju- 
diciary, the GPU, the technical and-engineering staffg, the foreign 
commissariat, army officers, navy officers, police, and leadership of 
the collectives, roll call CC, 

| , 2:30 Phi. 
Collection for food, Detroit unit contributes $3; session ajourned 

26 2K OK OK akc ik 3K 2K 3k 3K Si Fie 3c aie ik ois OK 2K 

FIFTH SESSION, called to order 3:35 P.M., Sunday,-April 9th 
Presidium recommends A. Gunn for chairman. carried 
Summary by Oehler on Draft Program (X minutes, 10 extension) 


Motion~Lorenz--Add to Draft Program (1)the question of the "right of 
sel f-determination" is advanced by Marxists only within conditions 
favoring the proletarian revolution, Under conditions favoring the 
strengthening of capitalism, Marxists refrain from acvocating the 
slogan, however recognizing their historic right to self-determina-~ 
tion, le.g., Saar, 1934, Sudeten, 1938, etc.) carried 
(2)There is no fundamental difference between centrism and reform! :., 
Centrism, like reformism, functions om the;basis of different clas. 
relationshivs, In a period of extremé social crisis, centrism be- 
comes outright counter-revolutionary, Centrism cannot be refromed 
but must be destroyed, carried roll call DD | 
(3)Question of soviets after the seizure of state power; add follo;- 
ing clause to end of paragraph, "at which point they must be sup- 


“pressed, " carreéd 


Motions-Strong (1)PC edit Draft Program to bring to date the section: 
dealing with the Spanish Civil War on the basis of the line on Spain 
adopted at this Convention, defeated roll call EE 

(2)PC edit Draft Progran to bring the seétions dealing with the Trot- 
skyite "Fourth Internaticnal" up to daté since their international 
conference in Geneva in September, 1938, carried roll call FF. 
{3)PC immediately prepare the printing of the Draft Program with the. 
additions accepted bv the. Convention for the general consumption of 
the working class. Miotion--Refer favorably to the PC, carried 
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Motion-Booth (1)Change picture on cover,from Lenin to Marx. | 
Motion-Refer to PC, carried, (2)Add section Cealing with Star: ' 
grouping. defeated roll call GG. | 
Motion--Accept Oehler report, carried roll call HH | 
Statement #19 by Grant, Motion-Oehler--Refer this statement to Or- 
ganizational and Internal, carried, — 


Motion-Lorenz--Convention considers the Draft Program to be a Marxi: 
document, carried roll call II(ii) | 

Mo tion-Lorenz--Convention considers the Draft Program to be a cen- 
trist document, defeated roll call Jd 

Statements-=i/20 by Hadley-Young-Ried-Grant-Saltz; #21 by Campbell; 
#e2 by Strong; #23 by Peirce; #24 by Jacobs; #26 by Ried. 


AGENDA POINT Ve--Okuns reports on Road to New Communist (4th) Inter- 
national, (one hour) . | | 

Discussion---Jacobs (LRWP) special privilege for twenty minutes, 10 
extension, 

Oehler requests special privilege for 10 minutes, cd, 10 extension, 
Further discussion---Strong, Bertman, Hadley, Ried, Streeter, Booth 
Statement #26 by Jacobs (LRWP) The observer from the LRWP has been 
infromed by the comrades of the RWL that, completely apert from the 
political content of his speech, his manner of presentation was 
antagonistic and uncomradely, The observer wishes to state that by 
no means do his political differences with the RWL have any relation 
snip tovards the RWL and its membership. If the manner of presentation 
creavec any other effect beside that of comradely criticism, the com- 
rade wishes to assure the Convention that it is to be placed solely 
on forgetfullness and stupidity in allowing the heat of the discussi. 
to color the pslitical content of the speech in such a fashion, 


Weibs excused to speak at forum, Statement ;# 27 by Weiss 
Oehler reported for Presidium--Permit attendance on Organization 
to include following closé sympathizersi:M-«, Sew, GeeyJmny Cmo-yS~- 


M-~, Be-, Pe-, We-, carried 
Session. adjourned $:15 P.Me° 2... 
26 OK A OK OK 2K 5K OK 9K OK 
SIXTH SESSION, called to order 9:15 P,M., Sunday, April 9th 
Presidium recommends Bertman as chairman, carried, 


Also recommends that, in’ line with the procedure adopted fup the 
organization of the Convention, we proceed with Organization and 
Internal at this session, but first conclude point on Road to New 
Communist (4th) International, carried 


Okun summarized on Road to New Communist (4th) (30 minutes) 


Motion-Okun--PC be instructed in name of Convention to send greet-. 
ings to international conference of number of groups close to the 
League, that is taking place shortly, carried, 


Mo tions-Bertman--(1) Amend document, page 2, under caption "Centrism 
Camiot be Reformed'--cahnge "left centrist force" to "centrist force 
moving in a left direction," , carried 
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(2)0rganic unity between the Second and Third Internationals on an 
international scale is excluded because the Second Int. is a social 
raformisr force resting on the bourgéois national states, while the 
Third Int, is a social reformist force resting on the warped Worker: 
Ste ves carried, . : — 
(3)The perspective be the formation of a.buro, A contact commission 
can only serve as a temporary affair as a first. step to form a buro, 
. /carried, 
Motion-Hadley--Convention charges the incoming CC to work for the 
concretization of our.line for a Buro for the Commianist 4th Inter- 
national, This is especially important because we are going into 
a pre-war situation, carried, : 


Mo tion-Oehler-- (by special privilege} Add a pepragrapg to the Uraft 
Program dealing with the ‘Jorkers Vote, carried, 


Credentials Committee reports that, through oversight, no report wes 
mace .wnen Overton (KC) arrived, and recommends that he be seated as_ 
accredited delege te, retroactive to time he arrived, carriec, all ior 


Motion--Accept PC documents and report on Road to New Communist (4th) 
International, carried roll call. KK 


Jacobs (LRJP) leaves at end of session with statement ;28--‘he ob- 
server from the LRWP wishes to thank the membership of the RWL for 
its courteous and comradely manner of accroding him the privileges 
of am observer, It is to be hoped that such comradely relationships 
can continue in the mutual criticisms and activity carried on be- 
tween the &k.W.L. andd the L.R.W.P. 


Statement #29 by Strong; #380 by Grant; i#381 by Shapiro 
Motion-Grant--Sold be allowed to sit in, defeated roll call LL 


fo tion-Streeter--Convention considers the R.W.L. is a Marxist organi- 
zation.  cerried roll call MM 

M>tion-Hadley--Sumbit prévious motion on Braft Program as amendment. 
Amend Draft Program to(1)present the S.U. position presented in the_ 
Wiesenfeld document on the $.U. (2)present the minority position on 
the imoerialist conflicts (3)elaborate the section on WCP present~ 
ing the position in‘the complete Grant document and eliminating the 
reformist line presented in "Towards Solving Unemployment" and the 
centrist pssition in. the "Marxist", ruled out of order; entered 

as statement :,33 (cf, also page 11 of minutes, ) 


AGENDA POINT VI---Streeter reported fer majority on Orgenization 

| (one hour; 20 minute extension) / sion) 
Grent reported for minority on Organization (45 minutes; 15 exten- 
Motion--Conclude this noint on agenda tonight. carried 
Motion--Reconsider ° _., limit discussion to five minutes, carried 
Discussion---Kohlman, “trong, Oehler, Campbell, Jacobs, Russo, Had- 
ley, Weiss, Lorénz, Peirce, A. Gunn, Booth, Okun, Young, Roth, Ben- 
dex, Bertman. 
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Motion-A,yGunn--RWL should adopt an emblem within the: next few months | 
For this purpose a campaign or contest should be conducted among the 
members and sympathizers to have addtitional emblems submitted. De- 
tails to be handled by. the PC. carried, 


Motion-itisso--"Labor Doanted" be placed immediately under FW mast .-c. 
Motion--Refer to PC, carried, § © Statement #32 by Shapiro 
ee ee eee Strong amendment to Constitution on emblem 

as proposed in IBy 53, obviated, | | 
Motion-Bender--League issue a comprehensice printed pamphlet. on Yuu".: 
Question as next printed pamphlet, Motion--Refer to PC, ~ carried 
Motion--Grant Katz permission to leave in morning. § carried, 


Motion-Weiss(for Cleveland Unit) Amend PC Org, Report (1)section 8, 
first sentence, add "satisfactory" to read "League has failed t es- 
teblish a satisfactory functioning political center", carried 
(2)Section 8, second sentence, delete "lack of forces in the centé"! 
and substitute "failure of PC ‘to train, utilize and develop the 
avoailaole cadre material in the relatively large membership of the 
Chicago unit, " defeated 7«3 

(3}Section 10, point 2, first sentence, add, after "strengthen the 
cer.ter" phrase "by the PC's training, utilization ond development 

of the cadre material in the Chicago membership of the RWL", obviated 


Substitute for Welts(3)-Streeter-~In addition to bringing in funec- 
tionaries, the PC shail strive to further trein, utilize and develop 
memvers af the Chicago urivs, carried 13-2, 
Motion-Reconsider previous motion and adjourn now, carried 
session adjourned 2:0 A.M, 
HE IK 2K FE OK 3K 26 2A ok 2k OK 2k 9K 2K ok 2k 5 

SEVENTH SESSION, called to order’ 10:15 A.M., Monday, April 10th 
Strong chairmen. Postcard received from Dolsen in St. Louis that he 
is ill and will proceed if possible, 

Grant summarized fre minority, (20 minutes, 20 extension)... 

Hedley wes requested by Convention to phone Sold to eopear four 

Internal Session, 
Streeter summerized fro majority (30 minutes, 35 extension) 
MotioneStreeter(for PC)Immediately transfer Shapiro, Strong and | 
Kohlman from their respective units (Columbus, New York and Clevelz:._ 
to the center cs functionaries under the jurisdiction of the PCy, 

carried roll call NN | 

MotionseHadley-+(1)Endorse minority Org. Report, defeated roll cali 
(2)Endorse minority Workers Vobe, defeated roll call PP 
(3)Endorse minority "Fourth Internetional", defected wvoll call QQ 


Mo tionseOkun~-(1)Endorse FW report, carried RR /call SS 
(2)Endorse plenum Org, documents and Streeter report, cerried roll 
Btatement 7/34 by Katz | : 


luo Ci viv “orenz--Remove present FW emblem, substitute box with "For a 

New Coamunist (4th) International! obviated 

Motion -Strecter--Remove the slogan from masthead ond place inside. 
eccrried 965 
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Statements, #35 by Peirces i386 by Peirce; 37 by Shepiro 

mo tLon-Vkune-hefer Strong and Lorenz! techniccl motions to PC, 
chhir ruled out of orders appeals; chair susteined 


Motion-Lorenz--Mcy Day issue of Fil consist of six pages. (three shec'™) 
The extra sheet to contain May Day greetings for which the PC is t» 
m-ke a netional drive, Me-Refer to PC, carried, ; 
Substitute-Lorenz--Refer fevorably to PC, defected 


Motion-Weiss--FwW shell be priced ct three cents, obviated 

19 tLon-Okun--Reguicr prive be one cent; news-stand price be three 
cents, . Motion--Refer to PC, ‘corried | | 
Statements, #38 by Peirce, Weiss, Seeman; #489 by Hadley~Young-Grant 
and Saltz; i440 by Ried; i41 by Campbell 


INTSRNAL--Motion-Hadley--Recess for luch now so thet Sold can have 

time to get here from work, carried, session adjourned 12:55 
NE dK aie 2K ofc 2c oie ae ak ox ake af akc of ake 

GIGHTH SESSION, called to order 2 P.M., Monday, April 10th 

Presidium recommends Bertman as. chairman, carried, 


Amendments to Constituion not voted on under Organization now con~ 
sidered (cf, IB #51) Streeter reports for Constituion Committee; 
amendments voted as follows, three roll calls, 9 records, the rest 
en bloc, . 


Art, 2, Sec, 1 carried all for 
3 carried all for 
4 carried all for 
6 carried Hadley, Young not voting; rest for 
Art. 3, Sec, 1 carried all -for 
; <e carried all for 
So carried all for 
3. carried all for . 
Art. 4, Sec, 1 carried Hadley, Young NV, all-others for 
3 carried all for | 
4 carried all for 
4 carried ali for 
: . -6& carried roll call TT 
Art, 6, Sec, 2 carried all for 
Art. 7, Sec, 1 carried all for 
2 carried Hadley, Young NV, all others for 
9 further amended to read, after "trial committee", 


add, "Any League member in good standing may serve 
on the trial committee, except that.." 


carried roll call UU ) 
10 carried Hadley against, all others for 
“ 14 carried ‘ Hadley, Young NV, all others for 
Art, 8, Sec, 1 carried all for 
2 carried all for 


3 earried 13-4 as amended by Oehler (to PC amend- 
ment)delete "51% of votes cast" 
and substitute "51% of membership" 
4. carried : all for 
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AP. By Sue. 5 carried a7.Jj. for 
7 carried. al) -fow 
Art, 7, 35ec, 5 carried Doe oe 
Art, 8 (Natl, Con) carried ail. fow 
Art. 9, Sec, 1 carried ail for 
Art, 11 Sec. 1 carried all for 
Add section---"CC and PC, etc’ earried roll call VV 
OK ea 2 9 oe OK KK 


otreeter reported for majority cr Internal (one hour) 

Motion-streeter-~Conventior expe] Stamm, Garrett, Blackwell, Roberts 
Lewis end Cowl .ail of wien, except Blackwell, were suspended in May 
1938) for their revirioniet political line and their refusal to ca’. 
out the decisions ané discipline of the League, carried roll call ""' 


Grant reported fro minority on Internal (45 mimtes) 
Statemens 7:2 by Cxun-Snapiro: #43 by Campbell; #44 by Peirce 
Mo tion-Young-~Submit Okun-Shaviro and Campbell statements for roll 
call AX ‘cf,, Statements #42 and 43) 
Sold arrived (4:34 P.M.) 
Discuscion---Okun, Young, Berwman, Hadley, Lorenz, Ried, Oehler, 
H, Gunr., Sold (extension) | 

Motion-loth--The existence of the Grant cliqe is a distorted 
reflection of the weaknesses of the League and is a warning of the 
need to spced up the further political and org nizational mnsolida- 
tion of the organization, carried roll call YY 

Statement #45 by A, Gunn and H, Gunn | 
Motion-Streeter for PC---(1)Convention reaffirms Sixth Plenum motion 
on Gront cliquist oprositionism (Minutes, IB;#7) "The Sixth Plenum is 
struggling against cliquict oppoistionism in its Central Committee 
organized and lead by comrada Grant, The clique so orgenized is podi-~ 
tically immature, a reflection of demoralization based on the recent 
internal struggles and » sarry-over of a sectarian past, After the 
Second Convention Grant carried on a systemmatic fight against the 
PC, even after Stamm was expeiled, in spite of no political opposie 
tion line presented in the PC, From that period til one month before 
the Sixth Plenum, Grant introduced not one fundamental political 
question in opposition to the line of the PC, Nevertheless she or- 
ganized and conducted a vicious organized struggle against the League 
in the Youth Buro, PC, Chicago Unit, Youth Unit. At this plenum the 
comrade has formed an unprincipled bloc with Sold and has extended 
the te & split struggle, although politically she 
has established in documents no fundamental differences with the 
Plenum, Such behavior is sectarian, Grant is organizing an oppofl- 
tionist clique, the plenum isstructs the comrades around Grant to 
liquidate their caucus and censures Grant with a warning that’ any 
further behavior of this sort will be met with sterner action, The 
PC is empowered to take further action," carried roll call «2 


(2) Tne Convention condemns the Grant-Sold clique for its sectarian 
opoositionist course, The root of this unhealthy, destruetive couse 
Lics ir their demoralization, political imma turi ty and sectarian 
“wviitoca. Their political immaturity has prevented them from findi:. 
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@ serious political line for their demoralization. But this course, 
which has already developed false positions, will lead, unless cor- 
rected, out of the revolutionary movement, The Convention demands and 
gives these comrades a last chance to liquidate their group and core 
rect their course, carried roll call I (one) 


(3)Convention instructs all groups to liquidate after the Convention, 
carried roll call II(two)Hadley, Young, Grant, Ried, Seltz, Sold . 
hold-over, | : | 

Grant summarized fro minority (20 minutes, 15 extension) 
Streeter summarized fro mejority (30 minutes) 


Motion-Streeter--The Third Convention is Marxist, carried roll call iv 
Substitute-Hadley--This Convention has made a big step to the right 
by endorsing the révisionist positions and by endorsing the ceurce o> 
the revisionist PC, Standing on the Marxist »nrogram developed in 
three years existence, the Convention is still Marxist, defeated 
roll call III, entered as statement #46 | 

When Hadley substitute defeated, Hadley, Young, Grant, Ried, Saltz 
Sold oe al the Streeter motién with the Hadley motion as a state- 
ment (346 


Motion-Streeter--ivery member after the Convention has the right to 
his pssition and the right to fight for it within the democratic cene 
tarlist structure of the League, This has nothing in common with 
allowing an organized grouping’ to continue after the Convention wi th 
a fight against the Convention, carried roli call V, Hadley, Young: 
Ried, Grant, Seltz, Sold hold over, | 


Motions-Hadley (1)the Convention lifts the disciplinary actions taken: 
against Sold, Grant Hadley, and rejects all disciplinary actions a- 
geinst the monority comrades supporting the minority political line 
(Sold, Grant, Hadley, Saltz, Young, Ried, Wiesenfeld) at this Conven- 
tion ((and thst the minority be given adequate representation on the 
Central Committee.)) Ruled out of order on the grounds that ques- 
tion’ of CC must be taken up only after the internel quéstion is set- 
tled, Grant appealed; chair sustained, _ % 

Re-introduced with last cleuse (CC representation) withdrawn, 
Agein ruled out of. order on the grounds that disciplinary motions 
cen end will be taken up ‘only after question of abiding is settled. - 
Grant appealed; chhir sustained by roll call VI _ 


Hadley (2)The cocuments presented by the minority at. the Convention 
be published in. the League press and circulated to the class (except- 
ing;:Organization and Internal Reports). defeated roll call VII 


(3)Convention reaffirm that concept of democretic centralism which 
gives individual comrades or a mbnority group the right to the press 
both internal end external, on disputed issues of key importence as 
they arise during periods between pre-convention discussions, obviate 
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Cou: ver=Mo tion--Oehler-~-Reaffirm provision of Constitution on this 
oint. | carried, roll call VIII | 
otion-Bertman--Accept PC report, cerried roll.call IX 

Motion-Young=Accept minority report; defeated roll call X 
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Motion-Streeter=-All comrades mest abide by the decisions of the Cons 
vention, carried roll call XI; Hadley, Young, Ried, Grant, Salta and 
Sold hold-over, eee 


Motion-Streeter--Expel Sold, Grant, Ried, Young, Hadley and Saltz for 
conducting an orgarized ciiure fight for over a year, sabotaging and | 
disrupting the units of th2 League, refusing to collaborate or rein: 
tegrate themselves into the League, refusing. to, recognize the authors . 
ity and decisions of the Convention, refusing to agree to abide by the 
decisions of the Convention, even though they just voted that the 
League and the Convention are Marxist, . : 
Mo tion*®Oehler~~Reeess for ten minutes, obviated 
Counter-Motion-.-Regular adjournment for supper, carried. 
session adjourned ©:30 P.M, 
“2g og 2K 2k 2 ok os ois a ok 
NINTH SESSION, called to order -9:50 P.M., Monday, April 10th 
Presidium »roposed Bertman continue as chairman, carried. 


Streeter reports for’the PC (summary) We heve offered the comrades 
around Grant and Sold every.opportunity to retreat and take the 
steps toward collapcraticn, They have voted.that KheeLeague is Mar-.- 
xXist, that the Convention is Marxist. Under these circumstances . 
every serious revolutionist must: necessarily vote to abide by the 
decisions of the Convartion, Their failue -to do this ean only mean 
a split perspective. We had this question out with Stamm at the 
Second Convention. Now w2 have Grant proposing the same thing, but 
on a lower scale, 1G, without principled differences,. The League 
cannot and wil? not *olerate any group that refuses to abide by the 
decisions of @& conventiosu, This we demand categorically from every 
comrade, The hold-over or these comrades on the motion to abide is 
an attempt to squi:m out of their contradictions; but basically this 
can only be construed as meaning split, If that is so, the comrades 
should have the poiitical courage and integrity to say it. To vote 
to abide does nowt incar. that they must surrender their political po- 
Sitions; this we have never asked of anyone, and within the frame- 
work of the democratic centralist structure of the League, every 
comrade has a perfect right to his pesitions and to uphold and push 
them within the established channels of the League, But there can be 
no organized groups after the Convention, | 
The question of whether we will publish a defeated position is a 
tactical one which can be decided one way or the other; but the ate 
tenpt of these comrades to establish this as a condition for their 
voting to abide is thoroly unprincipled and must be rejected, We re~ 
affirm the Constitutional provision on this point, which they made 
ui0 attempt to ..1mend in the previous session, despite the fact that. 
3]. other enendments were proposed, To come in now with this proposal 
vo revise the Constitution indicates a lack of seriousness on their 
part which we condemn as further proof of their cliquism, Further, at 
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no time during the pre-convention @iseuscisn @did these comrades pr.- 
sent a single document for publication to the class,. Their material 
for the members was all published in the 10 pre-convention IBs, 

The comrades have voted that the League and the Convention .are 
Marxist; now they refuse to vote to abidé, to liquidate their group. 
If the organization is Marxist their.vote on these questions. will — 
not vitally affect the League one way or the other, The comrades fur-~ 
ther demend that we lift all disciplinary action and take no further 
disciplinary action, We state openly, we. shall not only propose to, 
reaffirm the previous disciplinary action but to remove them from the 
Centra Committee and to place on 3 and 6 months probation for their 
cliquist oppositionism and sabotage, The League cannot ignore their 
consistent, sabotage, disruption and cliquism in the pest year; it 
would meke a tiockery of the Convention to do so, This is the minimum 
that the League can dog Expulsion from an organization is what such 
action deserves, But the League is. willing to mike another attempt 
at reintegrating. these comrades, provided they show the necessary de- 
sire to collaborate as members, However, if they refuse to vote to | 
abide, then we shall immediately. press the motion to expel--in whitch 
case they will be outside of an organization which, by their own 
vote, is Marxist; that is a funther contradiction they will have to 
(Summary) | / solve, 
Sold reported fuw the Grant-Sold group---Nothing which Streeter says 
can deter us from our course; expulsion from the RWL will not end 
our political life, and it may be a new beginning, We have considerev 
the present situation:-very carefully.. We have voted that the League 
is Merxist and you say we must vote to abide, otherwise we will be 
expelled, It ig no contradiction to refuse to vote to abide because 
the onus of split is on you, We are a principled group; you call us 
a clique because you can only tolerate a clique (the majority) that 
can work under Oehler's hegemony; and anyone who thinks fow himself 
does not win fevor and is fought against, 


Okun makes point of order th t Sold is not answering the question 
of whether they will vote to abide, Sold requests 5 minutes more, 
Sold continues---We say the RWL is not in a strong position where 

it can afford to throw us out; the League needs every single element. 
And what could you tell the class? It is established that you have 
adopted revisionist positions and the expulsion of the comrades 

who fought for Marxism will mean an extension of this revisionism, 
Whether we are in or out of the League we will try to fight these. 
revisions; but a split.will set the movement back, We are struggling 
for our position and we have tried as best we could to put up a good 
fight; perhaps you think we haven't. done so but that doesn't settle 
the question, -At any rate here is our statement on the question: © 


Statement #47 by Hadley, Young, Ried, Grant, Saltz, Sold---Since the 
positions of the minority were not presented to the class and, accor: 
ding to the Constitution of the League, we had a right to present 
them in:the organs of the League: we want the League to publish our 
positions as presented in our documents on Soviet Union, Interna 
tional Situation, Internal Class Relations in the U.S., Workers Con- 
trol. of Production, This was done in the event of the BKiffel split 
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and the Stomm split, 

The minority is ready and willing to ebide by all decisions of 
the Convention if our political life in the organization is auaran- 
teed: (1)Full Marxist concept of democratic centralisn (2)RWL Con- 
stitution (3)the above two as elaborated in our motions, 

To abide under any under conditions in the present situation 
would be to capitulate on our political motions, 


Further discussion---Booth, Grant, Bertman, 


Revote on the motion to abide, roll call XII carried with Grant, | 
Sold, Ried, Hadley, Young, Saltz vcting for with the above statement 


Steeter pressed vote on motion--fo expel Grant, Sold, Hadley, Young 
Ried, Grant and Saltz for conducting an organized clique fight for 
over a year, sabotaging and disruptingi the units of the League, re~ 
fusing to collaborate or re-~integrate themselves into the Lecgue, 
refusing to agree to abide by the decisions of the Convention, even 
though they just voted that the League and the Convention are 
Marxist, carried roll call XIII all for except Hadley, Young 


(delegates) and Grent, Sold, Ried, Saltz (consultative) 


The members of the Convention rise and sing the "Internationale" as 
the expelled leave the hall, 


Motion--Oehler--Refer all unfinished business to incoming CC. carriec 
Motion-Streeter--The Convention, according to the Constitutional 
provision just passed, extablish three plenums for the coming year, 
instruct Pu to set the dates, carried, 


/session, 
Streeter movtion--Only League: members be allowed to sit in rest of | 
Reconsidered--~ail present allowed to sit in. /cd. 


Mo tiou-Ckun---Slates, nominations, voting and list of CC members = 
not be recorded in Minutes, but be sent to CC members only. carried 


Streeter reports for PC on slate for Central Committee cessceroee 
soreereno turther nominationS.sescoceenorenz excused in ordcr to 
catch bus, leaves vote for PC slate....discussion on slate**Booth, 
Oehler, Okun, Campbell, Peirce, A.Gunn, Jacobs, Kohlman, Booth(sp.- 
cial privilege).,...,Central Committee elected-by roll e¢all.. 


Motion--adjourn with singing of "Internationale" carried and so 
adicurned 11:55 P.M., Monday April 10th, 1939, 


ttencance of Members of the Third Convention Sessions I -- IX 


Russo 
Bertman 
Weiss 
Peirce 
Shapiro 
K2 02 
Lorenz 
ourcng 
A, Gurn 
H. Gunn 
Boo ‘sh 
Jacods 
Bender 
Youus 
Hédlev 
Oehnler 
Dolsen 
Cverton 


Seaman — 
Streeter 
Williams 
Bressler 


Okun 
Kellar 
Saltz | 
wiesenfaad 
Riad © 
Grant 
Kohlmen "— 
Roth 
Camspell 


Sold - 
Jacobs (LRWP) 
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P w-—- Present 

L -- Lave 

Ex = Hxeused 
~ Absent 


LIST OF ROLL CALL VOTES OF THE THIRD CONVAWTiw, Hia2 - par 


A + Young motion on minority rights vs. Oehler counter-motion 

B - Hadley motion on reconsideration of status of su: spended members 
C - Oekler, to refer Grant Poigee on Lett Wing of PCUM. 

De Resolutions Committee teble indefinitely Gran motion on LW 
E- Streeter, on Grant motion on LW of POUM 

Fe Revote on Streeter motion E 

G- Endorse Wiesenfeld document on International Situation 

Endorse Wiesenfeld document on Internal Class Relations in UeSe 
Endorse Okun document on Red Army 

Endorse minority position on Soviet Union 

Endorse Sold-Grent document on Spain — 

Lorenz deletions from PC document on Soviet Union 

Strong motion on Soviet Union and War 

Kohlman record on Hadley motion on the, Soviet Union 

Plenum and Convention documents on tnternational and Reports 
Grant aopeal on ruling out of Hailey motion for minority rights 
Hedley, for minority rights | 
Hadley (five motions) on Workers Control of Production 
‘Cleveland Amenément (1) on Workers Control of: Production 
Cleveland emendment (2) on Workere Control of Production 
Bertman deletion and substitute on Workers Control of Proctction 
Oehler addition to Streeter mo tion on WCP 

Reaffirm PC motions on pamphlet "Towerds Solving Unemployment" 
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X + Endorse documents on Workers Control of Production 
Y - Accept Okun report on Workers Control of Production 
Z - Accept Bertman report on T.U, and Unemployed 

AA ~ Hedlev motion on Draft Program 

BB - PC addititons on Draft Program 

Oehler record on Hedley aocion on Soviet Union. 


DD - Lorenz on Centrism in Draft Program 

EE ~ Strong on Spain in Draft Program 

FF - Strong on Trotskyism in Draft Program 

GG = Booth on Starm group for Dreft Program 

HH = Accept report on Draft Program 

II - Lorenz, Draft Program is Marxist 

JJ - Lorenz, Dreft Program is centrist 

KK - Accept the Draft Program as amended 

LL - Grant, that Sold be allowed to sit in 

MM - Streeter, RWL is Marxist 

NN - Streeter, transfer functionaries to center 

OO - Endorse minority Organization report 

PP - Endorse minority Workers Vote 

QQ - Endorse minority "Fourth Internationsl" 

RR - Bndorse PC report on "Fighting Worker' 

SS - HBhhdorse Plenum majority Orgenization documents and report 
TT - Accept Constitutional amendment to Art, 4, Sec. 6 

UU - Accept Constitutional amendment to Art, 7 Sec, 9 

VV ~ Accent Constitutional amendment to add section on "CC and PC eve" 
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Roll Call List ---Concluded par -_ 

WW -~ Expel Stemm, Garrettt Blackweil, Robex “ts, Lewis’ and ‘Cowl, 

XX -— Young record on Okun-$ cpiro and Caulbell statements. PA2, a3 
« =- Roth, on existence of Grant. clique. se 

ZZ -~ ‘Streeter, reaffirm Sixth Plenum motion on, Grent cliquisn 

Lt == Streeter, Convention condemns. Grant-Sold clique — 

II -- Streeter, Convention instructs 211, groups to, liquidete 

Til - Hadley, Convention hes. made a, big step. to. right = 

V -- Streeter, Third Convention is Marxist . / Convention 

V_-- Streeter, individusl rights but no orgenized ‘groupings after 

VI -- Sustained cheir on. Grant. apeeal on. ruling out of Hedley (1) 

VIL - Halley. doctwénts of minority Je published in press — 

VitI~. Oehler, reaffirm provision.of.Constit#tion on oress 

IX -- Accent PC report on Internal | 

X -- Acceot'minority report on Intermel 

XI_-- Streeter, all. comredes must, abide by decisions of Conven tic: 

Xilt -- Revote ‘on above motion on .abéding. « . 

XItt - Expél Grant, Sold, He eleyy Bled, ‘Sa Itz, Young 
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symbols used in roll e¢e2l1l voting-= 


On motion A -- 0 <- for Oshler motion; Y — for Young motion 
On oll others, the following «==. °: 

Y ~» for ee CON 

A:-w= against a mee 

Ab = abstaining = 2: 3" ae 

NV = not voting 

NR - not recording ie | 

HO = hold over 

S - with any of chove-voting with a statement 
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Statements Submitted by Members of the Third Convention 


1, Hadley, Young on minority rights 

2, Bertman on Hadley, Young statement 

3, Hadley, Young on exclusion of Sold (a. and B.)_ 

4, Streeter on Hadley, Young statement _ 

5, Campbell, Peirce on Hadley solidarization with Sold 
6, Grant submits Oehler letter of March &lth 

”, Grant on Negrete's report of Left Wing of POUM . 
8, Hadley, Young on "Towards Solving Unemployment" 
9. Okun on monority rights 

10, Hadley, Young on Left Wing POUM reconsideration 
11. Strong. on this discussion on Left Wing of POUM - 
13, Peirce we Procedure on this discussion 
13, Hedley, ° Young, Ried, Grant, Saltz on-Soviet Union 
14, Hadley, Young on bourgeois stratum contol in S,U. 


15, Hediey, Young, Ried, Grant, Seltz on vote on Imperialist nego 
16, Hedley, Young, Ried, Grent, SeltzZ on vote on workers Control co: 


17, Shapirce o7 vote on Yorkers’ Control of Prod, ‘/Production 


18, Ried‘ ot PC amendments to Draft Program 

"19, Grent on internal situetion 

20, Hadley, Young, Grant, Saltz on Draft Progrem 
21, Peirce on Boo th motion on Dra@€ft Progrem 

22, Strong on Draft Program in re centrism 


23, Campbell on Draft Program 

24, Jacobs on Hadley, et. al. statement #20 on Dreft Program 
25, Ried on motions on character of Draft Program 

26, Jacobs (LRWP) on his discussion 


27, Weiss lesves vote for PC documents and resort on Comm, 4th Int. 


28, Jacobs (LivP). thenks Convention upon leaving 
29, Strong on Trotskyism 

30, Grant on exclusion of Sold. 

31, Shapiro on’ excinsion“of Sold 

32, Shapiro on, Cleveland unit 

33, Hadley motion on Draft Program as stetement 
34, Katz leaves vote for PC Org, report end documents 
35,.Peirce on trensfer of functionaries to center 
36, Peirce requests hold-over on vote on eee 
37, Shepiro ‘on: technical motions. 

88, Wéiss, Peirce, Seeman on Org, report vo'te 


39, Hadley, Young, Grant Saltz on vote . to trensfer functionaries 


.40, Ried on Org, Report 

41, Campbel} on Org, Rpeort in: re Y,wWuL. Paar 

42, Okun, Shrviro on Grent remark .chout Basky) . rolzx call XX 
43,: Compbell on Grant remark eboub Basky. ome 

44, Peirce on Grent remerk ebout Basky = 

45, H, Gunn, A, Guim on Grant. clique 

46. Hadley on Streeter motion thet Convention is Marxist 
47, Hedley, Young, Ried, “rent, Saltz, Sold on vote to abide 


STATEMENTS OF MEMBERS OF THE T4IkD KAVTOIAaL CONVENTION 2.24 


1, Hadley, Young---The refusal of the PC supporters to grant iidiow 
ty rights’ on the international question is an extension to the Cone ° 
vention of their burocracy, 


Oe Bertman-~~Comrades Hadley and Young have attacked the Convention, 
not a’ group of individuald@ in' their statement, 


3, Hadley, Young---The exclusion of Sold from presenting his politi ~ 
cal positions and ejecting him from the headquarters is another bu- 
rocratic act, It makes it impossible for the Convention to decide on 

the basis of political positions, It forces the Convention to vote 

on his cese without hee ring his political positions, We solidsrize 
ourselves politicnlly with comrade Sold, (B) For the purpose of ex~ 
clucing comradé’.Sold from the session. of the Convention, the com-~ 
rades of the najority went so far as to deny the right of comrsdes 
seeted at the Convention to avpe-l1 the ruling of the chair, This is 
a Genial of an elementary right and a further extension of burocre oe 


4, ee ees s staten ent Bra! delibers te distortion, The v. 
cheir demended that Sold recognize ‘the: decision of the Convention ‘and 
leave the room until the question of reopening the point be settled, 
Grant and Haclev tried to disrupt the Convention and anpe:1 before _ 


S61d recognized tH® iets bin, Discussiona and motions weré “token up 
immediately following, 


5, Campbell, Peirce---These ‘chides by solidarizing themselves poli- 
tically with Sold solidarize themselves with the disruptive policies 
of Sold in regard to the organization, . Fo is algo a politica 1 ques- 


tf tion. 
6, Grant subunits Oehler letter of Me. on a 
National office 
Chicago . 2 a 
Comrade C ne | 
Recat ved your akan care of OHM. OK, I think Cleve- . 
lend is correct about the one concession but the liné is correct as 
a whole, We heve not. said much because we are in aan’ with “the 
work of your unit end the Cleveland comrades, | 
2=New address will be taken care of, | 
~ .r . Qe The PC took up the ‘question of, the new: iia: there 
is no question ‘involved of a tar a menber's entr< ance back a few | 
months, This is not allowed, Whenever the unit minutes officic ‘iy: 
record said comrade as entering with the official es ne rad 
date would onstitute the entry, Zt is up to the unit minutes + 
clear up this, 


; . 


e 


wo. concluded) 4=8On delegates-~you ar2 allowed one for every tavece 
or majoy fraction. You decide who the delegates are but since you 
comrades have been working close with the Political Committee just 
see tons the comrade elect knows all the arguments and knows our 
documenvs, Let us know how meny are coming in, 
Comradely ea 
Hugo écnier, NS 
7, Grent---Negrete reported to the RWL units. and the PC on the Left 
Wing or the POUM, He described their confusion to perspective (lack 
of aysplit perspective) and their loose orgenization, On this basis 
Gefinise/ I think the Second Convention positio.: has been affirmed. 


Lor: . ee rae ere a ee ee aa ak | 
8, Hedley, Young---motion on canitelist production, etc, ruled out of 
order; o*, Miantes, p. 7. 


9, Okyn----At the Sixth Plenum, Grant, Sold, etc, asked for mtnority 
rights on the document. "Internal: Aspects of U.S. Imperialism". The- 
plenun wejected this request because Grent, etc, did not even hove 
impertrza% anendments, Now «t the Convention this group still asks for 
minority rights on this dom@ment and has not even seid one. word in.. 
all. their 4isedssion for or against the Plenum document on a “1% 
. , ; 3 7 /jec 

10, Hadley--Young~-=We are hot “or a reconsideration of the previous 
-esition but for tts endorsement.’ think discussion on it wes in 


order International and the vote*should befR€; 







Ss a ue ome 
ll, Strong+--I am not voting on any aspect Bat 

the Convention has undemocractically refuseQw ips: 
sion or these points, 





mae 
12, Peirce---I object to vote on grounds that vote is a result of 
railroading, A comrade who made a motion spoke for it, them made a 
motion to close discussion, after-he alone of a list had spoken an 
other comrades on list, already closed, have by this method been d.- 
nied the Bight to discuss, This is a violation of parliamentary pro- 
cedure because a comrade making a motion cannot close the discussion 
by his own motion, - | = 


A Pine O 
. oe 





13, Hadley, Young, Ried, Grant, Saltz---The S.U. is a workers state 
a workers organization, The bourgeois stratum dominate the top com= 
mittees and’non-mass orgeniz: tions. They :are putting the Stalinists 
on the spot, They are acting independent of the Stelinists, Because 
of the property relations the $,U. is still a workers state neverthe 
less, The bourgeois stratum functions only in this framework of 4 
workers organization, 


“14; Hadley, Yorng.-— the Puls whole porition rested on the 100% false 


declaration th-% the. minuritv position 1 | | - 
naa - oe ee Oe stetes that the bourgeois stra 
tum controls the Soviet Union, This ig an attempt by the moiority to 


7) 
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atteck the Merxist position, Hider saver ol sAapeor sls a. 
Convention position cf last yoor, Tig apn cn Ls. aggieal ceveasopt: 
in the minority document, But pohitacehiy wisy co iow suppors whe .. 
cond Convention gnalysis---ior one year.it remained undeveloped a..c. 
deliberately. kept from the class by the PO, Taey claim to stend on 1. 
now as a resistence to.a' further analysis of the situation aloug bt : 
line while to the class they continue to present their revisionisi, 
position,: | 


4 


15, Hadley, Young, Ried, Grant, Saltz---we vote against the report us 
a whole, We are for the documents on Asia(IB 745) and on Revolution- 
ary Defeatismn.e = 


16,Hsdley, Young, Ried, Grant, Scltz--~We ore for our documents cnd 


against the PC positions as a whole, which include the Clevelcnd doc ~ 


| . | /aenis. 
17. Shepiro---I recorded not voting where I was cbsent. | 


18, Ried---I vote for. PC amendments on Draft Program, except the one 
on "new material on Workers. Control of Production", 


19. Grente--For more then six months the present leadership has con~ 
ducted a vicious drive agabhst the minority cs = group and against its 
individuel comrades, For months the PC hes aroused a lynch spirit a- 
mong the members, sympathizers, political opponents. and the cless in 
general against the comredes who have honestly. tried to fight for Mar. 
xiem. This campaign reached a new high point at the mass meeting on 
the eve of the Convention, Oehler informed the class that the minority 
shall be handled. as the Stem group was, only more speedily and thoro 
At the Convention this compaign took the form of duping the Cofite., - 
tion into railroacing the minority out of existence and denying its 
members the richt. to present their nolitical ease before the highes* 


body of .the orgenizationy =..: | a a > 2 
On the heels of this course Streeter ? representing the present 
Leadership. comes to the minority with the proposition of a hors 
trade, We are presenting our case honestly before the organiza... 
as best -we.can,, But the hankruptcy of our opponents forces them . 
attempt horse~trades so that their contradictions may be mitige ec. 
We will not cepitulate} We stend on our positions against ‘bot. 
principled end unprincipled opponents, We heave nothing in com on 
with political horse-trades, ae 
20, Hadley, Young, Grant, Saltz---The Dreft Progmam presented by... - 
PC. contains, their revisionist position on the S.U. and sufficient 
ambiguity on- imperialist conflicts to permit reading in their re-~ 
visionist position on Anglo-American conflict, The section on #CP 
is negated by the reformist and centrist positions carried by this 
The Draft Program must be the program to be applied/Conventicn, 
by the League in action as the guide and the basis for the develop- 
ment of the future problems thet confront society, = 
' We reject as revisionist and leaving the door open for revision 
those points in the Draft Program on which the minority has already 
presented its counter~-position, | 
Because the Brogram is the summary of the political platform as 
developed by the RWL in its three years of existence is the sum tc- 


tal of a line we heve cons:..stently develovned and suovorted. we vonbe 


for the Draft with our amendments, -43L- 


1. Peirce--=-The vote of the Grant clique shows the essential SOC - 
terian nature and orientation of that clique, 


22, Strong--=I agree with the original formulation on centrism in 
the Draft Program. 


236 Campbell-==1 vote for the Draft as ‘an essentially Marxist docu- 
ment but reserve the right for the discussion of the points that T 
consider weaken the document, 


24, Jacobs---On the basis of their last statement, .Grant, Hadl ay alg 
Ried are really not. voting for the Draft. Program, — : 


256 Ri ede==My vote is clearly: recorded: in the minutes, I wted FOR | 
it with amendments, This is a similar sitautionas during the Stevm. 
split where. the. Convention: wasted hours,on,characterizing eds a 
individuals, A vote on a political question and. espectally a Dress. 
Program should be suffieként to inform comrades on the Stein pa 

the voting comrade, Motions: such as. these are calculated to beit anc 
drive comrades out-of: the. orgenization, You have the ‘may ority, you | 
can do it, but the inconsistency is yours, , | 


~ 


26. Jacobse (T™) on hie discussions cf, Minutes, De 12. 


, ee 


27, Weisse--I have been assigned to speak at a eens therefore I 
Leave my vote’ for ‘the PC documents and report on Coumnmey 4th Int. 


28, Jacobs (LRWP) thanks the Convention; éf, Minutes, pe 13, 


29, Strong---I belive ‘that the Trotskyist | movement has thé seme - 
fundamental right centrist positions of the Stelinists‘'(1934+35), 
During a war of the Soviet Union against imperialist attack, Trotsky 
has slready indicated his willingness to suspend his "struggle" _ 
with Stalinism and resume it afwéer the war, This would be a complete 
Capitulation to Stalinism then, I will develop this position for the 
next ples: of the RWhe 


30, Grant----Sympathizers of the organization have been allowed to sit 
in on the organizational diseuscion, Comrade S61ld, a Central Commitee 
member who has politicc1 differcnces, has been prevented from pre~ 
senting his position to the Convention, and excluded from the stats 
of even the sympathizers, despite the Pact that the Convention has 
not yet characterized us, 


31, Shapivo---As the vote on this motion now appears, Grant has the 
opportunt w of sereaming against burocracy, The motive for not ver- 
mitting Soldts. presencewhile permitting the presence of sympathi- 
zers is as foliows:Sold has been characterized as an undisciplined, 
unprincipled, non~Communist disrupitr snd obstructionist. Sold is 
not a sympathizer, he is a member suspended for grave violations o. 
membership vighve, 


OS re rere re eee ap atiee ae A >. ween simwine © GO oETe -wes ee 
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32, Shapiro---The "rightewines Cievelend sui foretiones. without a. 

hitch in an overnight webilication es an emorgency district head~ 

quarters for a stave-wide canpa: gir cn the red-probe-~--q campaign at 

which not a single word of criticism has been leveled, 


33, Hadley---motion to amend Draft Program; cf, Minutes, p. 13. 


34, Katz---I vote for the PC report on organization and the proposals 
contained therein, I vote for Gunn's motion on the emblem, — 


35, Peirce---The transfer of comrades to the center will -.be obviated 
unless steps be taken at this Convention to end the Grant-Sold clique 
once and for all, I am and will be for strengthening the center, if 
these steps aré taken, and only on that basis. 


36, Peirce---I request the right to hold-over until after session on 
internal and control commission, 


37, Shapiro---The spending of hours on the Convention floor on such 
details as these on the masthead, emblem etc, is wrong, Such matiers 
should all be reffered to the PC, : 


38, Hadley, Young, Grant, Saltz---Our solution is in the minority 
organization report, _ , 


38, Seaman, Weiss, Peirce---Vote for the organization report with the 
Cleveland Unit amendments, —— 
40. Riede--~Such a report, al'tho it must contain data on organiza’... 
points, must, however, have for exemining the org:nizational quesu 
@ political axis, Such is not the case with. the majority report. [5 
axis is on replied to what it considers exaggerations on the part co. 
comrade Grant, It makes vicious attacks on ¢om::-Je Grant's asserviow 
that the PC hasn't developed comr:des and it cdmits in its own ve- 
port that there was no fanctioning political center, 

However, on the Workers Vote question, despite the cifferences 
‘the orientation, the majority report replies on ¢ level of"we haven» 
forces", On the cause for the YWL falling apart, the majority repilcs, 
"Wiesenfeld went ‘to New York", The majority explains the loss of the 
YWL a year ago by plecing it on the shoulders of comrade Grent de- 
spite the political reason that it wes due to the failure of the RWL 
in N.Y. (under Stamm's leadership) to effectively struggle against 
the false line on Spain thet was permeating N.Y..Comredes should not 
vote decisively on points here end there, but on e political axis, 


41, Coupbell---Tho I agree with the PC organizetion report in the main 
,the reasons. given for the collapse of. the YWL cre completely devoid 

of a poiitical analysis. Due to the lack of time for discussion I re- 
serve the right to take up a4 political and orgenizational analysis of 


that question after the Convention, 


ce 


este ge tees 
igs Opn Shapiro--—Comvace UWwant s ateltu 
reveale by her characterisation ct eommede Haaky as a 'oisthor ds, 
Besky was forty years ir the harxist mcvement, even tae a2 weat a+ 
long with the revisionist Sram: mve months before he died, Sucn a 
comrade is a brilliant example of revolutionery sacrifice, The ree. 
mark by Grant is indicative of her sectarianism, her failure to 
gworrectly evaluate comradss, to kuow how to work with commadces, It 
is again her usual attitude, "all who agree with me must be white- 
washed for anything"~--those whom I can't work with are all revise 
tonists, bastards, etc", Her concept of political analysis and eval- 
uation of people is always on the plane of subjectivism, : 
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43, Campbell---Grant's linking up of Basky and Kautsky demonstrates 
the lack of a’sense of velues and comolete immecturity. ‘ihereas 
Kautsky played an opportunist role for. almost « decade and ended ~ 
up by playing an openly counter-revoiutionary role during the revol 
utionary periods, and leid down, efter the Oct ber, ‘the theoreticel 
weepons against, the workers state; Basky consistently for forty 
years fought on a Morxist program, Tho Basky had gone off the Marx- 
ist path end that recently, he never degenerated to the depths of 
Kautsky, Basky was sincere, Kautsky was insincere, We must learn to 
distinguish the difference, (roll call: sex on statements #2 and 43) 
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44, Peirce---I think that one of the main principles of Merxism is 
a complete rejection of bourgeois morality, ethics and above all, 
law. No communist ever accepts one of the conditions of bourgeois 

ew which includes the term "bastard" as an indication of his atti- 
tude to women and the exploitation of women, oné of the most vicious 
abuses of capitalist society, c. © -: in their discrimination of 
unwed mothers as 4 means of preserving the bourgiois system of fe- 
male exploitation in eluding ee eee I feel that for 
an adwanced comrade and for a so-called functionary or professionai 
revoliutisnery, a complete break with bourgeois coneeptions is nece 7 
sary-+-and it is not fitting for a comrhde to use. such a term agaiist: 
ea comrade like Basky who for many years, greater than the yecrs of 
the user dic and had hewed to a revolutionary Marxian line, Further- 
more the use of the term is a reflex of the fact th t comrade Grent 
hes unconsciously shown that she herself has not accepted in full 
the Merxien position on bourgeois law and morclity and the Morxian 
position on the women question, which is absolutely necessary in a 
professional revolutionary, 


45, H. Gunn, A. Gunne--At the start of the Convention I took the 
floor in orotest against the predetermined position thet certain 
comrades must be expelled from the organizction, I heve always been 
against such advance decisions and shall continue to be agai st 
them, I heve held that 211 comrades have the right to differences, 
organizational or politicel, -nd have the right to fight for these 
differences, I stili hold to that viaw. 


Vieques ditties > oe . ae oe 

But the minority group hes colled the RNwWl-==cr its position---cen= 
trist, reformist or revisionist pon every conceiveble occasion, and., 
continues to hold to that position, Let them continue in this attempt 
to correct wheat they consider revisionist, centrist, or reformist in 
the RWL, but if they fcil---and they will and heve. foiled--they should 
erecefully and quietly sever their connection with adn orgonization _ 
which they "seem" to consider non-Mcrxist, Otherwise I think the Con- 
vention should take the initiative, Grent, whom I csndider the specr- 
heed of the opposition, possibly swayed by her adopted name, is for 
unconditionel surrender in the sense that she demands unconditional 
surrender of the Convention to her clique. Otherwise she is for un- | 
conditional split,in her <ctions and talks, if not quite in toto, in 
her voting, | | , ae 

It may be theoretically possibie for these comrsdes to disagree 

with the line of. the RWL and still abide by perty discipline, but 
precticelly end ectually it is not possible, Under no circumstsnaces | 
could such a comrede be cvusted&t. to completely follow out the party 
line, not only would they be of no velve to the orgenization but they 
would be a positive menace, Comrade Grent herself hes held to that 
view, Bute--as Wiesenfeld told certain comrcdes in the 1837 Youth 
Convention, if they see the error of their ways, renounce their posi- 
tion end agree to become a part of, the RWL in reclity as well as name, 
I fevor continuing to accept them as comrades. Even so---once again 
a la Wiesenfeld---I favor putting them on, probation, or at lecst keepi: . 


— — sul. oo oe f7, “3 wie a ny sreve the ee fom nee ts —py tered et 
actions, ie e ee st | 


46, Hadley---For the Streeter motion (roll call IV with our motion 
as a stetement, (cf, Minutes, p. 7) _ 


47, Hadley, Young, Ried, Grant, Saltz, Sold---stetement.on "condi- 
tional demands" for- abiding. (ef. Minutes p. 19 and 20) 
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REVOLUTIONARY WORKERS LEAGUZ 
1904 W, Division Street 
Chicago, Illinois 
ae April 12,1939 
Dear Comrades: ee | 
| The Third National. Convention, after three and a 
half days of fiatusston adepted the political positions presented 
to it. wy the Sixth Plenum of the Central Committee and the Politi- 
cal Committee, hotn politically and organizationally thé Conven- 
tion was the most successful-ene in the..League's history. It laid 
a solid pase for the further advance of. the League, 


Despite the fact. that. the League is smaller today 
than at its inception, there were more delegates present than at 
any previous convention, The new faces and enthusiasm, were un- 
matched in previous conventions. The Draft Program, with secon- 
dary wy important additions, was unanimously adopted, with two 


delegates vcting for with a statement. 


. The Convention recorded gains Loth nationally and 
internationally, The’ loss of comrades in. the Stamm split has teen 
more than made up for; five new units, and new members in every unit 
except one in the last few months; a regular four page paper, a new 
printed magazine, and eight new printed pamphlets, etc. 


Reports. were approved on. the favorable reception 
internationally of the Draft Program, and of the progresé being | 
made toward the establishment. of a contact commission for the Fourt 


Communist International, 

ee - Highlights politically in the Convention were the 
discussions on, Workers Control of Production, the International. Sit 
uation, the Soviet Union, the, Road to the. New Communist (4th) Inter- 
navticual and the Draft Program, Outside of two delegates from Cal- 
e-go, "epresentirg the Grant-Seld oppositionist clique, the Conven- 
tior unanimously endorsed all the documents, ‘The documen*s of the 
Convencion have seen published-in the League press. 


re -In further coneretizing its orientatio.. cf mass 
york, the R.W,L. Laid down the line for Workers Coltro Dir 0 duce. 
vion for Use, -A long but very fruitful discussion on tais point 
afc cl uncmployed and trade union work resulted in clarification of 
ure problers betore the League, In the Organization Renort the 
Leazae stated that there had been a lag in the past year --- in 
part: the result of the objective situation ---- between our propa~— 
sanda work (which had increased enormously: printed material, etc.) 
and aur trade union and mass work, Thet lag must be overcome in 
une next veriod, 


A new Central Committee was elected, in the main a 
continuation of the old Committee, except for the addition of two 
cid and experienced commades, bo th gnfluential in the trade union 
“at. A number of vp. ‘g comrades were added.as alters 


~ 
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field, .A number of younger promising comrades wore added as altere _ 
nates to the CC, Three comrades from three diffvrent cities were — 
inducted into the National Office and will strengthen the center, 
This will enable us to do more work in the center and much more 

work in the field, 


- An observer from the League for a Revolutionary 
Workers Party sat in at the Convention. In an address to the dele 
gates he criticized the R.Vv.L. on a low organizational plane (loss 
of members, no weekly paper as originally promised, etc.),. The few 
minor political points he raised were all distortions, The person 
attitude of the representetive was very antagonistic, as he himsel. 
admits and apologizes for in a statement ‘to the Convention, At the 
conclusion of his talk he proposed hegotiations between the R.W.L. 
and the L.R.vW.P. The reaction to the L.RSW.P, message was general! 
unfavorable, since the L.R.W.P., consistently refused to answer poli- . 
tical questions on. the Soviet Union, étc, which the PC put‘to lt 
more than’ six months ago. in orter to ‘complete our dvalvation of this 
proup, The’ question of further relations’ with the TikP, was ren 
ferred to the Central Committee, §~ ° - | | 


| The Sold-Grant clique of six comrades was expelled, 
They voted that the program ‘is Liarxist, that the organization is | 
Marxist, that the Third Convention is Marxist, and then refused to 
vote for a motion to abide by the decisions of the Convention, 


| - The League shows growth in organization, an improve- 
ment in composition and proletarian clements, in publication of ma- 
terial and political positions, in international work, and in con- 
soliadtion around our fundamental Program, — 


Forward to new cless battles! 
Forward to a new revolutionary Marxian Party in the 
| United State! 
Forward to the New Communist (4th) International! 
Hugo: Oehter, 
National Secretary, 


Revolutionary Workers League 
= of the United States, 


c) 


STATEMENT OF THE POLITICAL COMMITTEE ON THE ZXPULSION OF TE 
GRANT~-SOLD CLIQUE 


The Third Convention recorded the progress in the political composi- 
tion of the League and the elimination of the sectarien oppositionist 
clique that was a heritage from the past. This group of six comrace:, 
held together on a subjective basis, expressed their demoralizetion 
by a sectarian oppositionist struggle on an organizational plene 
against the League, Their political immaturity vrevented them for 
almost a year from giving their onpositionism a political expressioi., 
By the convention they succeeded in- finding “political differences 

on three points: the Soviet Union, the international question, and 
Workers Control of Froduction, — 


1) Soviet Union: Although the FC and the Convention rearfirmed the 
Second Convention position on the §.U,which these comrades had en-. 
dorsed, they now attack this position as "revisionist", They ad~ 
vance the flagrently contradictory and ultrasileft position that the 
S.U. is a workers state, but the ‘bourgeoisie through its representa» 
tives has control of the whole state anparatus as en independent. 
force, and has the ucper hand egainst the Stalinists, ‘he army offi- 
cers corps, the navy officers corps, the diplomatic corps, the GPU, 
the police, the leadership of the collectives, etc, are all con- 
trolled by the bourgeois force against the Stalinists} 


The R.wW.L. states that Stalinism has enabled the rising bourgeois 
element to honeycomb the decaying workers state, Eut this bourgeois 
force is not an independent force but is part of the burocracy, in 
which Stalinism is still dominant, 


The idea that the bourgeoisie has the upper hand and controls the 
whole state avnaratus as en independent force in reality means stete 
capitalism in the Soviet Union, 


2) Besides this false position on the S,U., the Grant-Sold comraces_ 
have a numbev of secondary errors, On the international question, in 
evaluating the lunich Pact of September, L938, they took the false 
position that England won over Germany, but some of them have since 
comrected this evaluation, They charge the ht.\/.L, with revising its 
position that the main antagonism in the imperialist arena is that 
between the U.S. and Great Britain, This cherge is a sl.eer asser- 
tion, backed up by no written material and based on mechanical inte. - 
pretations. Its only value was to give the clique a base for a fig.’ 
The same cs the case with the workers Vote, 





3) They refused to supvort the League position on Workers Control of 
Producticn, and on the basis of sentences pulled out of text, etc,., 
charge the League with centrism, reformism and so on, They have as 
yet presented no serious position of their own, 


Despite their Gisagreements on these questions and a whole series of 
orgenizational points, these six comrades voted that the League and 


1h 
i 


tne Conven wien ara Marxist, But they refused to vote for a motion 
to abide hy (not agree with) the decisions of the convention, rf 


They Genanded a "conditional" abiding. They would abide --- IF e: 
treir positions were published, IF no disciplinary actions were : 
taken against their clique, IF the Constitution were revised, IF 

they were given representation on the Central Committee, (The or- 
genization may publish a position defeated by the Convention after- 


wards, but whether it will do so or not cannot be made a precondi- 
tion for agreeing to carrying out the C€ecisions of a Marxist or- J 
penizetion, ) 4 


These comrades were given every right with other members in the pre- 
convention discussion, The ten Internal Bulletins contained all of 
tht i- material presented, But the organization refused to recognize 
this clique as a "political minority", Their refusal to agree to 
carry out the Convention decisions shut the door to the possibility 
of reintegretion into the League and showed the group as hopelessly 
opportunist and cliquist, 


‘ith the elimination of this clique after one yeer.of oppositionisn, 
the consolidation of the League at the Convention lays the base for 
furtther growth and development in this period, 


Political Committee 
April 12, 1939 Revolutionary ‘Workers League, U.S, 


